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drawal of the indirect claims in so many words from
the first.   We have hitherto had a large number [of]
persons in America, and many of them of great authority,
on our side.    Is it probable that they will be with us
now ?   Will they not say, fairly or unfairly, that we
cried  out  loudly enough  against " indirect claims "
when they were made upon ourselves, but that we
evidently wish to retain the use of so powerful a weapon
in our own hands for future occasions ?   This argument
would not weigh much with me, I admit, if I felt that
we were clearly right on general grounds in insisting
on leaving the door open for bringing forward such
claims on some possible future occasion ; but doubting
if we are right in this, the feeling that the point now
in dispute is one on which public opinion in the United
States will probably be unanimous against us presses
upon me a good deal.

But, further, will the public opinion of Europe be
with us ? It seems to me doubtful. We have hitherto
been supported as the opponents of indirect claims;
we shall now be represented as in reality their champion.
Your friend " the intelligent foreigner n is not always
just to " perfide Albion," and it will astonish me if he
does not discover fresh traces of perfidy in our present
proceeding. Seriously, if we have not shifted our
ground we shall at all events have the appearance of
having done so, to those who have not the time or the
means of looking carefully into the matter.

The messenger is going and I cannot write more. I
am much perplexed as to what I ought to do; but
I will think the whole subject carefully over again this
afternoon, and either write to you to-morrow or go
straight up to London, as may seem best on reflection,
I feel to the full how improbable it is that I ain right